Bronchogenic cyst in a German shepherd dog.
Intermittent episodes of fever, severe dyspnoea and cyanosis were observed in a two-and-a-half-year-old male German shepherd dog. The clinical signs were of sudden onset but disappeared within eight hours, in five almost identical episodes over a period of 40 days. Radiological examination of the thorax revealed a large rounded area of radiolucency surrounded by a thin radiopaque structure. The lesion increased in volume between examinations, but otherwise remained similar in appearance. It could not be confirmed from the radiographs whether the structure was situated in lung tissue or mediastinum. Bronchoscopic examination revealed no abnormal findings and there was no bacterial growth from samples taken 30 days after the onset of symptoms. A large, vesicular structure, partly adherent to the mediastinum, was surgically removed from the left cranial lung lobe. The structure was 8 to 10 cm in diameter and partly filled with mucoid pink fluid. Histological examination revealed that the wall contained traces of bronchial epithelial cells. On bacteriological examination of the fluid, Gram-positive, mucus-forming bacteria were present. The definitive gross pathological and histopathological diagnosis was a bronchogenic cyst which had developed secondarily to bronchiectasis. Bronchitis and peribronchitis were also identified. The dog recovered well after surgery and, at the time of writing, was in active duty as a police dog, showing no signs of respiratory illness.